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, The Battle of Cape Trafa‘lgar 1744 after_actlon report%

the AWI SYW and Spanlsh Succession. After f|nd|ng a good source on the Iand war [ eventuaIIy stumbled,

7 SUPREMACY THE WAR OF71739 -48. g e Q' e fc'

he problems facing the Adrnlraltles of both 5|des were so complex, with a multitude of strategic f factors
Jito con5|der and fog of of war obV|oust play|ng such a Iarge part in naval warfar_e 'that within the flrst few)

B

- 1810 almed at capturlng the French bases of Reunlon and Maurltlus G e i

Consequently, my readlng time over the preV|ous year had been almost entlrely focused on age of sa|I
% navies and the campalgns of 1739 -48 in particular. When then in Charlng Cross Road | came across th _
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THE CAMPA|GN

Admlral Don Crlstobal Fernando de Merluza (Steve H) deC|ded to take on the relatlvely weak Brltlshm 3
i squadrons in the Medlterranean W|th the aim of domlnatmg that sea, and thus openmg the way to land




contrast that it be much too earIy in the year and too ch|IIy to take yet to the water and contented -
“themselves with salllng desks from their plush Admlralty offices in Wh|tehaII They did however spot the~ :
£_ | weakness of the British position in the Mediterranean, wh|ch unbeknownst to them had already resulted .

3 1 a near defeat out5|de Toulon in February. '&"

,': omed by the heavy squadron from Brest, whose a admlral had been thrown by a set of confused‘and f_i i

barely legible orders, which resulted in h|m remalnlng in port for some weeks wh|Ie sending couriersi
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‘ the meantime, Don Merluza had been coIIectlng together the various Spanlsh Medlterranean

: squadrons with the obJect first of blockading and reducing Gibraltar with its smaII re5|dent Br|t|sh % A % - -

>, Haddock and Hake (pIayed of-nece55|ty by DaV|d and‘AIan though their senior admlral characters were‘n :
% st|II on dry land) duly arrived, and fortuitously aIso with 12 liners, of apprommately the same strength as
$i Me_rluza s fleet. Both Admirals had seen fit to divide their fleets into two divisions, a heavy and a light, m

W|th Haddock and Merluza commandlng thelr respectlve heavy d|V|5|0ns in the van, each con5|st|ng of 5|xh“ .
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';d|V|S|ons each of six th|rd and fourth rates. A Ilght wmd emanated from the SW with the Brltlsh_r,»;;
] standlng towards the_SE_gn the starboard tack, and the Spaniards salllng sIowa westwards cIosehau!ed

on the larboard tack; thus the British started W|th the weather gauge. The battle took place far enou h» s
west of the Straits for the otherW|se strong t|des not to be a 5|gn|f|cant factor ;

jk’ W|th|n broad5|de range Since both d|V|5|ons contlnued on after passmg each other however& j?
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faster than the heavies, had aItered course so as to peel off away from the enemy heaV|es and beh|nd G

| nd protected by their own heaV|es The Spanish light d|V|S|on under Barracuda contlnued tacklng sIowa

;actlon The Spamards however ‘now had the wmd WhICh gave them the |n|t|at|ve since they could reach
“gany desired position much sooner than could the enemy Merluza also speeded matters con5|derably by
S|gnaII|ng to wear 5|multaneously, rather than in succession. He then signalled “engage the nearest

_' unengaged enemy”, and later “general chase WhICh permltted the |nd|V|duaI captalns to use thelr own Vi,

-2 d|V|S|ons and choose the|r targets amongst the Br|t|sh heavies, whose attempt at tacking round dlrectly
, finto the wind, to face the oncomlng enemy shlps succeeded only in breakmg up their formatlon They
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wasion (and as Iater in the 1790’s), the Br|t|sh had to evacuate the Medlterranean completely |n_ :
__{response, causing Savoy also to withdraw from the alliance, Genoa to decIare for the Bourbons, andf“‘n i
e Glbraltar to fall again to Spaln Britain was also unable to reinforce Jamalca Ieavmg Marlin a free hand e




do their utmost”. When Mahon later feII to the French in 1757, this led to Byng, the Admlral in charge 3

7.
; encouragez les autres” as Voltaire wrote)

e e

\\: NN \\\\\“\

e e
« \ \\\ —
\

; my own reference as for others -

rather than permit a heavy and a light d|V|5|on
5 . P e S .
_,-In the initial dlsposmons chart, before the game commences assign a named Junlor admiral to each-
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Make it cIear that scrappy and illegible orders will not be querled they are I|ker to be set a5|de for query_~' ;




f:Start both a French and a Spanish division in San Sebast|an
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